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Bill Number: H. 3557  Introduced on January 10, 2023

Author: G.M. Smith

Subject: Abandonment of a Child
Requestor: House Judiciary

RFA Analyst(s): Boggs

Impact Date: March 27, 2023

Fiscal Impact Summary

This bill adds a definition to the children’s code for abandoned and changes the definition of
abandonment of a child. Additionally, this bill specifies that the Department of Social Services
(DSS) must provide consent for adoption when a child is voluntarily left with a safe haven or
was otherwise abandoned. Lastly, this bill adds the parents of an infant who was left at a safe
haven and the parents of a child who was otherwise abandoned to the list of persons not required
to give consent or relinquishment for adoption.

Judicial and DSS report that this bill requires them to perform activities that will be managed
with existing staff and appropriations. Therefore, there will be no expenditure impact on Judicial
or DSS.

Explanation of Fiscal Impact

Introduced on January 10, 2023

State Expenditure

This bill adds a definition to the children’s code for abandoned and changes the definition of
abandonment of a child. Additionally, this bill specifies that DSS must provide consent for
adoption when a child is voluntarily left with a safe haven or was otherwise abandoned. Lastly,
this bill adds the parents of an infant who was left at a safe haven and the parents of a child who
was otherwise abandoned to the list of persons not required to give consent or relinquishment for
adoption.

Judicial and DSS report that this bill requires them to perform activities that will be managed
with existing staff and appropriations. Therefore, there will be no expenditure impact on Judicial
or DSS.

State Revenue
N/A

Local Expenditure and Revenue
N/A
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